Prince Rupert's Hing
About twanly yeors ago
mnk of troop-Rergennt

belnig then

First Lancers, the reglmi

quartered in Hornelslgh, At that per-

dod full rangements had bLeon mado
fo¢ celebrating them rie Of GUr CHg-
fidn, Lord Dasholiffe, & very popular,
Eéndal, and handsome young fellow,
who hud succeeded to the title on thy
denth of his father, about two YILTE

Indy of the acoldler-
Miss Dalsy Wylkynas,
Wylkyns of

previogely, The
pear’s cholee was
the duughter 8ir Plarod
Bitloby hall, Torkshire,

On the day before that fixed for the
wedding the two subalterns of the thoap
wnd the requisite number of Bon-com-
missloned officers and men Were,
permission of the commuanding offloer,
despatched by train to the hall, in ordor
to form a guard of houor at the church-
door during the time of the marringe
Upon otr arrival a most sumptuons
meal was provided for the ronk and flis
in the servants’ hall; and beds for the
men, which were of the *shiyka-down'
order, wore provided In the riding-
school attached to the stables, about
half & mile from the hall

Between elght and nine In the eve-
ning, just as I was thinking of getting
my men marclied off to rght quarters,
the senlor llentenant, Mn Closter, sent
for me and sald: Sergennt-major, Lord
Dasheliffe wishey a Airy to s placed
iy the library where the presents are
Taid.out. Many of the nrtloles are of
great valus, and he thin it best to
have them watched, In cage of acelkdont
S0 just plok out three of the men und
form o guard. Lord Dashellfe will re-
member them for thelr trouble, which
muy afford them some consolation, and
any three will do,” Accordingly I plek-
&d out three men, took command my-
gelf, and one trooper, by name Martin

by

Clements, I ofdered to go on dury
first.
1 bade Clements pubt on his sword,

and we entered the gpaclous and beautl-
fully fit up library. “The sight that
met my eyes wis dazzling In the ex-
treme. A lorge table In the centre
was terally covered with pleces ot
plats, from a ojld silver servi
gented by a prince of the hiood-royal,
tn the modest Inkstand we hmd sub-
geribed for In our own treop.  On seve
eral slide tables were displayed numer-
oug articles of fewelry, with tickets in
front bearing the donors’ names, rep-
resentative of nearly all the best fam-
fles in England, About a dozen gen-
tlemen were In the room, enrrounding
a tll, forld-faced, handsome old man,
with well-out, aristocratic fontures and
the unmistakable bearing of a soldier.
Tha butler, who was standing near,
mhlsperad te me: “That Is Major-
eral Wylkyns, Sir Plerce's brother

When the general saw me, he called
ont, “I perceive you have got your mitn
ony very good.  Then he gald to the
othera: “Exouse me w moment, while
T show the sergeant-major round,” In
a most graclons and friendly manner
itre old officer pointed out to me all the
valunbles in detall, Then he stopped
at one of the slde tables, and picking
1ip & large emerald ring of very nntlgua
pattern, sadd, in & garrulows fashion:
Ihat 1s one of my gifts to my nieve,
You ses—isn't the stone magnificent?
One of the finest I ever saw. Well, 1t
Wius presemnted to an ancestor of mine
by Prince Rupert, some time after
Naseby, for services rendersd at the
Bittle. 1 belleve the princs took it
from his own finger, or something of
the sort, Anyhow, the ring has been
in my family for over two conturiea
When my aunt died, a couple of yeara
ano, #ha bequeathed It to me; and now,
having no ehildren of my own I am
giving it to my niece.  Ng, by Jove! it
won't go on!” continned the general,
s he iried the ving over the glove on
the 1little finger of his right hand. *I
pemamber when It would, though. My
fingers arve a trifle gouty nowrday s,
But see, sergaint-major’—and General
Wylkyne slipped the ring In rapid suc-
cesslon over all the digits of his left
Ppand—"no chance of a swelllng of the
musoles here. 1'1l tell yogy why. This
paw is mude of wand andl steel springs,
and so forth. It takes tha place of |he
Bund I loxt at Sobraon, I ¢an flah,
shnot, hunt, carve, box—do anything
with It, I fact”

While T stood opposite to Clements, T
hentd the voluble general siill talking to
a knot of guests o the subject of the
ring, when a young barunet, Sir Harry
Bevnell, a well-known churnoter In 8o-
ciety and on the turf, observed: “Look
here, general; I wondep £ that ring
was ever conslgned by your folks to the
care of Messra, A—— or some hygone
‘mele’ in the same line of business as
that ¢ietingulshed firm? Perbaps, ac-
cording to fhe conditicn pertaining to a
breach of contract in the shape of non-
payment of prinoipal and interest, the
real one may have been forfelted, and
g2 sham one substituted, for the look of
the thing."

Geéneral Wylkyns, appearing a ¢
angry, responded: By Jove! Beyn=l,
1 have heard stories of the same kind
sgbout dlamonds! Outside the value of
this emerald from its assoclptions, I as-
surs you It le intrinsically worth a
thousand pounds!”

Oné of the guests now popped his head
fnto the doorway, and cried: “I say,
you fellows, come to the billlard room."

There was Immedlately an expdus,
the last to lenve being the general. He
had reachod the corvidor outside, whon
thers was a4 noise as If he had fullen,
gl then I heard the old swarrior giving
went to & volume of potent Impreci-
tlons. I rushed outside and sald to
Wim: "ONn, I beg yvour paricn, sir, but 1
thought I heard you tumble; I liope
you aren't huet, sir?'

He veplied: "Not at
major, thavk you. My
the polished oak floor,

-

all, sergeant-
foot elipped on
I wonier if T've

broken my artificial hand?' Having
rapitly felt it all over, he growled: “No;
1 think not, for o muarvel 'm off to

ant<major.**
al the Il-
seErgedant-ma-

Good-night,
saw
“Soenitr

Tl
Turning, I
brary doaor.

VT
-,

Jor,"  thi man whispered; [t'a Just
struck twelve.”

HAL right,” 1 roplled, Then I walk-
ed to the end of the o or that ran
parabiel with the 1 , and ascend-
ing the stialr, s« the second man,
whose nanme Wy 1

While I wus rell lements, Sie
Plerce Wylkyng came In with the but-
Ter. The baronet remarked to me:
HSergeant-major, I think it will be bot<
ter to Jock up all the small articles in

ams here will ¢l
3 lloal™ he exclaimed
Iy: “where on earth le th
Il ?"’
Sure enough, Prind
s missl !
“1'beg piirdon, - 1
ed; “Genernl Wylkvns had it In his

ml
M
Hi

b1 KT
Sir Plerce fumed Lo d

then sald te the butler: d

tup &t brother's door—he can't ba

aslecp yet—and aghk him to glve §

w111 9

Willlame dlsappeared, and Sir

began carefully to place the
wrticles of Jewulry on a sllver walter
When the butler returned, he sild to

Iis master: "1 knocked at General Wyl-

kyn's door, Bir Pleyce, and twold him
YOUP mesis He called oput, 'I'm In
lwsd, and 't get up! I dare Bay,

Sir Plercs, 1t's all right.”

“T dare say 1t is, Willlams,"
the binrohet carelessly

When Sir Plerce had placed all the
Jewsle under lock and key, he bude me
good-night, and retlped.

Next day, before Lord Dasheliffe and
Hls fair bride wenl off on thelr honey-
moon, the peer sent me a soverclgn,
ind fve shlilings for each man of
guard He nleo gave orders that the
troopers should be allowed out for 4
mtrall round the town of Billoby, It they
This Indulgence was almost
niversally taken advantage of.

I dld not lenve Sir Merce's grounds,
but Inspead, strolled about the garden
and park, “Late it the afterpoon, when
I wae returning to the hall, I met &
footman, Almost out of bresth, who sx-
alalmed, “Your officer, My, Gloster,
wishes Lo sée You at once!"

I quickened my steps, and approach-
Ing the hall, percelved Mr, Gloster pac-
Ing dbourt In frant of the portico. “Bar-
exclnimed, “this Is un

Genoral Wylkyns,
who, or ‘brenk wits npplied to cn
the subject by Sir Plerce, thizt
he took the ring out of the lbrary Inst
night, and avers that he Inld it on the
tnlile agiln, Who was gentry 4t
the Hme?”

“Clements, sir,” I answered,

“Was he alone in the room at any
period during that portlon of the eve-
ning?"

“Just & minute or two, alr," T answer-
ed, “"when I was outside asvertainineg
If the genera]l had hurt himeelf, as I
herd him fall, Then Clemeants, for the
firat time, T am aln e, travers-
ud the whole length « e lbrary to
the door opposite the western corridor,
in order to tell me that It was "sentry-

remariod

choge,

AW ko

denles

the

8t

‘Do you think the man could have
the villlany and audacity 1o steal the
excitodly queried Mr. Gloaster,

"Hurely nof, sir," I replied. “Rut of
this I am ecertnin—I saw the ring lant
In Mr. Wylkyns' hand That wus
while he wns talking to Sir Harry Bey-
nell, who waa leaning over the table bes
side bim., Thers wag no other person
near 1t exeepting, perhaps, the firat
relfef, Jones, sk, As 1 was posting
him, Bir, Plerce eame in, nnd T remems-
ber the maon walked about the robm
while Bir Pierce waa speiaking to me.
The third man, Tomlin, was aslesp up-
stalrs; he didn't' go on undl two."

At thls Instant 8ir Plerce and General
Wylkyns approached gocompanied by
thea local Inspestor of pollee und two of
his sergennts,

General Wylkyns, who looked teori-
bly cut wp, sald to me sternly: “Now,
serpennt-major, do you know anvthing
about this ring?"

I replisd: “Only, sir, what T mention-
od to Lieutenant Glogter Judt now., 1
shw It Inst In your hands."

The inspector Interrupted: “Excuse
me, general, but T must first search all
cancerned—the girgeant-major. the sen-
tries, und all the men of the guard of
honor,  Asauming the first sentry to
have gtalen [t, he may have passed the

ring to & comride to avert detectlon
Sergeants Price and Davis, go to the
riiing=scohool and carefully pverhaul all

tha solillers’ vallses and pouch-belts
You, sergeant-major, remain here, and
let your men fall in as thoy arrive
And, please, don't allow a single whis-
per of the suppoged theft to transpire
A vonstiible will be hore immedlwtoly
to aanlst me, when each will be search-
ed in turn.  And, General Wylkyns, 1
must search voun first."

“Me!" axclaimed the surprised Bener-
al,

“Yeg, #lr; you may bave plnced the
ring In one of the pocksts of your dresa
sult."

“I agsure you, I examined it carefully
o few minutes ago. ' .

“Btiil there may be a hole In the lin-
ing. und it may bave slipped through,
Srop, sir!  Have yor a valet hepa?™

“No," answerad the generil, gy
Plerce's man attended to the olothes
T ware ut the weddbwr, My dross suit,
which T had on last night, T left on a
¢hatr lr my <dressing room,”

“Who hafd acceszgun your
and dreselng toom arier
this morming 1"

“I've no {dea;

bedroom
you left It

poesibly & housemald
ora footmar. Hut T give you my waord
of honor thnt T'm ereirtndn T Tald down
the ring before T Joft the Hhrary last
night."

A mapid mearch wae mnads of the men
meluding myself, but nohing came of
it

Clements stoutly and Indignantly de-
nied ever having seen the ring, axcEpt
when General Wylkyns was holding it
up for ingpection,

I beard the general whisper to Mr,
Gloster: "I wonder, now, If that satir-
lead rogue Beynell has annexed the ar-
ticle ag a practleal Joke? He's bad
enough, but surely not 50 bad as thut!"

The missing riag threw o complete
damper on the conclusion of our othep-
wise enjoyable outing, and nll warpe
gind, consequently, when we enteained
and ravtled off to Londaon,

A day or two pftar our return to
Hornelelgh, and while the glory of the
okt ring waa still the staple sulifect af
bareick gossip, a telégram regched our
commgnding officer’ from the Billnby
Wispeator, which rend as follows:
Idiem, deseription answoring  to
Ulements, sent off registered lottor while
hare i, Dotective leaves
to-night

pobles

{3

Arr=st

Clements, while vigorously protesting
his lnoocence of the cherge agalnst

alm, wad confined In the guard-room.

When the Yorksbire datective who
hiwd churge of the case reaohed bar-
riacks, the prisoner was n,ltum'u brought
before the commandingfofcer, The
man admitted ving sent oY o regls
tered lett [ ninlng hall o sover
elgn, to his sweethenrt (n

o > usiness was that 4

wi wWas out

T qirired dsslstance e
lngs he had pecelvyed from
i we orher he

Ne roeglst on recelpt,
found In his pocket,
ted by the sergeant of the

Rina"

It bore the name "Emily Haw-

- R ————
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with th Mis
,Iléi-'l\.-"', :\- }, n X
The detectlvi iufors
munt at thoe Billol Teth &
the elops you had registered wos

bulky
"Yes," eppoke the
i 'l
m two | :
that I hnd re 3
¥ in America One contained wn
offar to buy my rge. I erammed
them In the snvélops anyhow 121} il

g

boldly, ad
““that

continued Clements

the commanding ofllcer, A
widle on sentry In the llbrary, T sdw
all that went on. The motter of the

rance of the ring lies between
Wryikyng and Sk Harey

disnp pes
two—General
Beynell,"
The scoused man was dJdetalned In
ougtody untll the dectective mude in-
quiries in London. He speedily ascer-
tained that Clements’ story, In respect
of It mialn detalls, was perfectly trus
The half-goverelkzn when 1L arrived had
been at once putd by Miss Hawkins to

hier landlady. The girl's room wis
earefully searched, but nothing inerime-
inating was foundd, Her former em-
ployers, when appiled to, assured the

& Hawhkins was a young
respectabil-

officer that M
person of unexceptionable
Ity.

Thete by

the
winy

Justity
'I . 8

w nothing to
further dete ¥ of Clements,
it nnce polensedl,

A dark rumor was now afloat—how
It originated, no one could tell—that
8ir Harry Beynell was the parlolner of

Prince Rupert's emerald ring, An al-
luslon made to the affalr in a “soclety™
paper provoked an Indignant denlal

from the baronet and a threat to horse
whip the editor. The Intter applied
for 4 summons; amd 8ir Marrey, aon-
gequience, wns boumd over to keep tha
£ This epleode had the effect of
making still mors publle the evil re-
port,

One day Clements npplied for a fur-
lough. Many, Incloding myself, were
still nf opinion that he Rnew something
nhout the ring, and 1 tonk the lberty
af stating my vews to the colonel. The
theory I advanced was that the man,
ar rather his gweathenrt, had the artl-
ole gecroted samewhere, und that Cler
enta, when he proceeded lenve,
meant to roallze what he could on 1t and
clear out of the country.

“Thank vyou, sergeant-major.*

R~

Ewersd tne oolonel. “Your hypothesis
Ir ot lenst reasonable. 'l write at
anae to Sir Plerce Wylkyne, who will

doubtless instruct some of thogsé privs
nte-dotectives fellows to Keep AR éve
ofy Cloments. Therefore, in the hape
that the mystery may ‘be cleared up,
PN grant the man his forloogh”
Clements, after drawing whatever
gavinegs he had deposited In the rogl-
mentnl Hank, obtalned nomonth's lenve,
anid left for London, Slr Pleree Wyl
kyns had glven (nstructions to o well-
kmown private-detective ngency In the
metropolis: and from the ‘thne the s
pected man left the barrack gode, he
waa vigilantly shndowed, Late one afs
ternoon @ telegram redched the ocom-
manding officer, which contalned &
sturtling news:  “'Clements and girl ar-
wiodd.  Sergennt-Major wanted at Dow
Sireot to-merrow.  morning, ten"
THotefope, neting upon orders, I eaught
the svoning trnin to tow iwnd reaching
Victorla, put up at an adjacent coffen-

house,
On my artival next morning at Bow

Sireet, I heard particulirs of the nar-
rest from'a pollee sergeant on  duty.
Clemymts, actompanisd by hig  sweet-

henrt, had been géen to anter the shop
of a denlor In Jaweley near Holborn who
for some time hmd been suspeoted by
the polica of trafficking fo gtalen prof-
erty. The detective, looking through
the wihdow, perceived that the soldber
landed something llke a ring to the
Jewaler for Inspeotion, snd the Intter
tonok it aside, to suwbmit It, presumabiy,
to the usual tests, Then the detect]vi
caled to n pasging pollesman and  In-
formed him of hig suepiclon®:, The two
ontered (he shop, and the man in hlue

demanded to sce the article that Cle
ments had affered for sale. The shop-

kKeeper produced o cheap nine-carat 4e-
ticle, set with garnets; and the woldjer
expinined that he wie exchanging i
for & wedding-ring, and was prepared
to pny nny difference in value. (From
Inquiries mnde, it appenred that
Clematrs  was to have been married
that very mormipg In St Pane
chureh.) A pollee Inspecotor having
been called, and the particulars of the
case detalled to Tilm, It was declded 1o

(7.

take &b three Into custody on  #ispl-
clop, The shop bad besn overhauled,
and & large antigue emerald ring dis-
covered In a drawer, which was sup-
posed 1o be the stolen valuabile, The
Joweler, despite hie annoyance, ap-
peared to be holf amused, 1 averrad
that the emerald was sputisueg.  Gene-

ral Wivkyns had been wired resproting
Identificntion of the missing ring, and
had replied, stating that he had  left
Billoby for London by the last traing
and would be in eourt during the ex
amination of the prigoners,

It was near midday when the ens;
was culled, and the su et trfo wore
placed In the dock, e court wns
erowded, nnd I could percelve Sir Hair-
ry Devnell girting In the coungel’s geat
In eompany with a barrls

o whom he

had employed o watoh the case, Brief-
Iy, the Inspector, the ¢ able, and the
private-detective gave thelr evidence,

T hidl Just been called upon, when there
wiag & bustle nt the witnesses' door, and
in pushed Genernl Wylkvns and
Dagholiffe, the latter having retor

from the continent that v F-morning
Both appeared to be in 8 conditlon of
great excliement. The Aneral
dressing the flearned magistrave witl-
out ceremotty, orfed: “I'm very =i

vour Waorsghip, but will yvou plegse
the hearing of thi I'm gratified

agtop

gl

to be pnbleto say that the ring has heen
found!™

Th what newspaper reporters
onll B wtion” i oourt; the usher
bawled “Bilence!” and the mogistrate
leaned over his desk o un actltude of

pttention,
The General went on: "Your Wor-

sghip, T must tell you that T wes

tificlal left band, T am o trifle

ble ot times, pud om wpt t [

I Keep one or twa in stog

oldent Wail, Inst mig

ghip, Defore starting

pucked up a dumaged s ntend

ing to have |t a1 I found

the m ing art if the lin-

gersl I  must Inadvartently have

gllpped it on. Here Is 1he ring, your

Vorship, presented by I ¢ Rupert,
Naseby, to ong of my tors.™
s soddior and the wi A

wl."” abruptly interrupted
ate, This wig followsd Ly ap-
Turning to the police Inspector, the
bench said: “Do you wish the other

I# thers soy-
squires in-

o detiined?

thnt x

ng him

lon?
gur Worsirlp," answorad the in-

apéctor, "Only, in his sliop we found &
lirge emerald ring '

“Wihich, your Worihlp, ls spurious!™
Interrupted the jaweler. We'll soo0
§ Han, I see Mr, EHa

1 Garden in .
y gave trouble, he will give an
upon 1"
il be plensed to bo gulded by &

Hiabnkkuk's well-

as o laplilary,” spoke

man of My

the court sy S
Mr. Hobalkulk, who was walting to
glve evidence tu n charge of an attempt-
g¢d diamond robbery, looked at tha ring
for o moment, and observed: It la an
imitation, wnd & very paor ope, your

By

Worshilp, Gold may be worth fifteen
slilllings, or therenbouts,”
“IDlscharged S andd the magis-

trate to the tradesmun, -
When Clements and hig sweelheart—
& pretiy m t-looking glrl gshe wus,

by the way—and 1 manmged to albow
our way out of the orowded court an
into the passnge, We suw the Genernl
and Lord Dashellffe shuking hands with
8ir Harry Beynell.

After General Wylkyns had profusely

hiy regrets to the soldier,
heliffe pdded, on hearing that
menls intended ing the serviees,
wid thut he haod only bean exXchinging
an old rhig for 4 wedding-ring, ns he
wis gétling married, ""Here |8 My pref-
ent o you on this dusplelous adcaalon
and the peer placed Ave soverelgns in
Clement's hand. This the General sup-
plemented by a similor sum,

When Clements and hls betrothed,
pleased and huppy, Mad taken thely de.
parture, the Geaeral whispered to me:
"Sergennt-Major, I didn't wigh to say
1t in eourt, ut #he truth I8 T had taken
too much wine that evening. 1 did
trenk my hand when I feoll in the prs-
gage; and when [ got to my bedroom 1
wrapped It in paper, placed [t in & port-
manteay, and got another out,. Whit a
atupld buslness It has been, to besure!™

“Wylkyng," Interrupted Bl Harry

toynell in 4 soeering tone, "I have besn
all but ¢ulled a thilef over mis Jost ring
of yours; now I ghould llke to kaow the

value of the article

‘What!" sald the General sharply
“It was valued ot & thougand pounds
by & banker, who was introduced to me

a6 an anthority on such matters at the
Anglo-Indian club.”

At thfh momeut Mr
pnasing out of court, nnd Sir Harry
Beynell, accosting him, sald: “Wonld
voun ba good anough, =lr, to glve your
verdict on this fomots emernld ring?
Kindly 16t the gentlemin soe 1, Wyl-
kynn

wig

Habakkuk was

atalnly,” responded the General,
and he pagged the historical bauble to
Mr. Habakkuk.

The tter, putting o magnifying
glasa to hig eve, Intently examined the
stone. Then he with & asmila
"Gentlemen, the value is ohout two
giineas, and that's mostly for the set-
ting!"™

Nt angrily execlaimed the
Genernl, reddening, Sir Forry tlttered,
and Lord Dasheliffe appenred very in-
tarestedl.

AMr Hatinkkuk quletty went on: “'Sir,
In my business we gee quecs things and
seore1s, If vou kunew e
much as 1 do, you might be guspleions
of the genning charnctler of the crown
Jewela, I think, General, your mother
was n Wietden, of Wielden Hall, Nor-
fol “Well, your gerandfather, Squire
Wielden, as you know, wias o grent pel
of the Prince renit's, and went it fast
and J« s i jost pots of money onrd-
playir

"“Yeu, by Jove!" stammered the Gen-
ernl, “I'm sulféring for the Bqulre's eo-
cenpdricities now,™

“Well, for five hnndesd pounds the
Bquire =old the undlitnted article to my
or, Mr, Joalb's grand-uncle. Why

snid

ensel"

POSSeES (hoey

ttrace the higtory of the stone ey
pinoe, Now, it Ie In the possession of 4
New York millonaire, whe hiad It
paimead off an him by an Ametérdam

firm ag o gem prosented to Anne Bolayn
by Henry VIIL, and worn by that lady
when had her hend strock of.
Whoaver the Bquire pmployed to get up

that rubbishy make-believe thing, 1
can't #ay. I coertainly couldn’t hive
cost himn mueh mors than o fver!”

Ho Genarnl looked falely crest len
anil the Hghly gratified Sir Harry Bey-
nell, after exclniming, *'So this has bepn
case of much ado about
buret Into - micking peal of

a  deliclous
nothing
Iaughter.

When Clementa got his diseharge,
Lard Dagheliffe procured hlm o situn-
tlon Inh one of the povernment offloes at
Whitehnll

Al Wylkyns took Independem
opiaion respecting the emernld. b
edch authority applied 10 sppported th
statement of Mr. Hebakkulk: The sto
ry got inte the papers, and, In copses
(uence, the poor General was prodi-
wiously chalfed abont the bHhudlnesds

On one oceagion, within the Anglo-In-
dian ¢lub, the ;veleran gol 20 an-
noyell nt the banter he was belng sub-

*ted 1o, that he to

Ik from His poaker
re nf an hu‘,l“'hu\lil

d Brmost ire
©r inposed o Jhave belonged to
Py s Rupert, and tossed 1t Into a roar-
ing fre!'—Chamber's Journal,

A Waomnn's Life,

fiss 'Ligbeth! nnd you alons

with him?"
"Oh! Misa 'Lizbeth! and vou alpne
She aald this n, mnrnner which
seemed to lmply that there wns nothing
strange In the fact that W

with him. She was always along
him, was gl Was It necps.
that ghe open the doors and cull
themall In because he was Aving?

They Sed from the narrow hall in-
Ly room, with lis BT Pl el
ghaddes, lts worn carpet. and meagre
Furniture His bed had been movad
down from the floor above when his
last sfcku had selzed him, and here
it had re Ined, & black walnut bed-
stead, with towering headboard, which
ghut out the light from one of
windows in the room This
had bien one of T'e hig

shadow he oy no
aleTn,
rnness

man In
bl

grizzled

then

bEen

o wlth ‘th

o now upon

iy light of the low-

the room on tipy

t hlsging whispers

{ r ¢ by them In the
prede if ]

"When did it happen?" some one ask-

Half an hour ago."
“Hadn't-T better call the doctor or tha

—

fon't see whit good tlev'd be
crept In
}

"Id

Hher womnn silently, a

awl huddied oot

her

"1 Just Heard,"™ she whispered

They walted In silenc heér to go
on. She was the woman of the village
who always afflcinted ut the “luying
out" of the dead The reason for this
na one had ever sought; Posslbly the
right was hers: beot o end

Bst

the grewaome privilegeo.
clung to (U tenaciously

““Now, Miss 'Lisbeth, you just go up
stairs and I'l tend to things," slie sald,
while the other Wwomen wiited her com-
manda, hall resenting Her cool assump-
tion of control, but with full
solcusness of her capabillty in “tend-
ing" 1o such “things.”

The bure Hitle church, with fts white
wills and staring windows! Its stifT
pine pulpit painted & dingy yellow, with
the ministeér's green upholetered chair
behind It was well filled the day of the
funeral, A “burying' was not o thing
to milss withoul grave causs, There
were ald men and old women in the
congregation who had not migsed a
fuoneral within ten miles of them for
vy yanrs They sat solemnly walting
for the minlster to begin the servios,
tnking cloge notiee of the coffin and cal-
culinting its cost. Not a difficult prob-
lem for them with thelr long experi-
nee, They alko notlesd the nppear-
ance of ope mourner who sat directly
In fropt of «the pulplt alons, for
the preésence In ey pew of the womin
who had come to her huddled tndoer a
ghiwl This strange woman nlwiys
gat with the mourners as though she
felt o elalm upén the bodieg of the dead
until thelr final surrender to mother
enrth Biit the dead man's daughter
i awny from her componion, guite al
the farthest end of the sent, ns if she
would be as muoh apart from them all
in her present lonelinegs ns she had
been hefore It was fifteen years sinoe
she had sat with them in the church,
and they ooked at her now with curios.
ftv. A slight lttle woman, with tired
oyer and dull brown halr streiked with
RTHY

The minister aroge and folded upon
the apen Blble hls lean hands with thelr
grent velns and yellow Joints, Hea
prayed long and lnboriously, his volce
rising from a dole sing-song druwl into
n shout and then ginking into a wWhis-
per, They wagged thelr hends know-
Ingly In the pews and whispered to
one another that It was a "pow’ful ef-
rort.” ‘Toward the clpke.of the prayer
manyeves were turned expectantly tow-
ard the woman who siat alone,
minlzter whas calling loudly for “the
108t sheep who ls not with us 2afe In the
gholta’ of Zlon walls. Oh, Lord!" he
watled, “make Yo'bh wah'nin' plain o

con-

BVe

her onseeln' cyes that she may seek
gnfety from the wreath to come! If
the swwoman  hoedrd or understood his

words no acknowledgment Lo that fact
tauched thin face,

She sat with folded hands, her eycs
upon the narrow front of the box-lke
pulplt. Then the minister bhegan his
aeriTon, From the eadarllest dawn of
the dead man's life, through his child-
heod, youth nnd manhaof unto the last
moment of his old age, the dpenker
fourneyad, solng unctuously over the
drenry detills of the meéager, commen
They all knew It well enough,
but they lstened greedily, Jemlously
fenrlful that the speaker might over-
Jook A slngle ineldent in' the man’s dull
story, When he had exhausted every
period of hig subjeet's Jire, the ministe
began the ppotheodls of the man, His=
goodness, his churity, his uprightnsss
and abovie nll bhle tirdess labors in the
vinevard of the Lordy were dwelt upon,
e had in truth beed c¢rush and hard
vrael menn.

They all knew (hig, but he hnd Wved
and ded 3 member In good standing,
wd any other treatment of his charac-
ter by '-_h... preacher would have been i
andalous thing, unheard of and not

Her

history

to be forglven. At the close of his
{isoourss {he minister turned his color-
likg eyes upon the womnn who sat
apart. “There wie” he sald, his voice
fulling into a slow and solemn drawl,
“thore wns one cross whish our Lord
and Master seen it to bind upon the

shoulders of the brother who has just
gone befo' us into the glory of the
heavenly kingdum. A cross hiard to
Lbear, a cross whose Hitin® he had wres-
tled for with the Lord Jesus often and
mightily in prayer, but which Divine
Providence geen it to allow -to remaln
upon the shoulders of Wis fafthful son,
“It was, my brothers aud sisters, the
refugal of the only one of his kin to age-
cept the Lord, (o0 wash herself in the
hlond of the Lamb, to join with those
who Journey onward safe In the arms
f Jesus intn the glory of everlustin'
lfe't His volee had risen into o shout
“The night (8 comin’, the day i almost
done, Oh! let us pray for them who
falters and will not turn from the
wigith befo'h It 1s toolnte,”  His volos
sink suddenly into a whisper, and the
wardg “too late” went hissineg out over
the heads of the people who sat with
eraning necks and knowing faces cruel-
iv turnoed toward the woman, whose
ey for o single Insignt | left
the frontof the dingy yellow pulpit,
The hoarse, with the one closed oar-

s 11t

rlage of which the viliage boasted,
moved slowly away from the church
dong the muddy rond, fallowed by a

strugeling line of wagons, The major-
ity of the people Hngered nbout the
ehurch door witehing the woman who
sat atiffly erect in the carringe, the min-
feter facing her, nt her side the woman
who seemed (0 have gsuch a strange love
for the dend:  This womon sat with her
handkerchief pressed to her eves, as it
must necds muke amends for the
ather's stony composure,

The rond aftor leaving the vilinge in
the bottom lunds along the river,wound
up the side of the biuff upon which the
burying ground was shtuated, It was
an autumn day, and the golden haze of
that most glorlous of sengons in the
Missour| valley biathed the wide streteh
if country upan which the cemetery
looked down, A sKy of murvelous blue
apread its canopy upon them, while the
bright mlow of the western sun brought

she

it i pitilese detndl the dreary little
home of the dead with hs tiptiited
monuments  wnhd wcattered, sunken

graves, e rave enfolding with no mels
lowing touch the group of sillow-fioad
mén and women o rusty and shapeless

garb who clustered about the newly
made grav 'tod thelr voloes
nnd ng quaveringly I’y

3 gely death-like stiliness of the
clining duy. It was a4 dismal tune

piaintive minors, and as they dmg
1t out In vnmEi and unecertnln o 1

fitting symbol of ir
narrorw, uniovely liven. When the Inat
clod of reddish clay had fullen upon the
oblong meund they turned and walked
AwWaY to leave thelr dend unnoticed un-

It seemed

minister" ]

—

hould puees
grimness of

til nnother af the llving =
griater

to the, to them,

death

eiting unon his Kr
ing lemnly, bagan
' histh, you & left alone now,

Ehe nodded lher head In afirmat
You haven't much of thls W
Ruonds

“"T've kept two of us [rom starvin® for
five yvears, I rveckion I cin keep my-

» replled stify.

1 father wue well fixad once, but

the Lord geen fit to deprive him of hily
rthly treasures that he might lay

ire gtore by them gifta which 18 abiove

earthly price.'”

“He was n graspin’ man
renched hlmselr.*

The woman beelde her sniffed re-
proachfully nnd glaneced at the minle-
ter with sorpowrful air. The men stirr-
ed uneuaslly, and lfted o hand in ex-
poatulation.

“A daughter shouldn't judige, If you
was enlightened by the spirit you
wouldn't be so Iacking in Christlan
charity."

S8he had endured much that Jong af-
téernoon, afld she ralsed her eyes now
deflantly.

“I've done my duty by him—I've dons
my duty for twenty years without coms-
plainin',*

“The pride of the onregenernte must

and over-

be humibled," refurndd the minister,
8He vouchsated no reply, and they
went on in sllence, the sétting sun

touching with goftening llght her worn
fhoe and tired eves,

The sun wns 16w In the weetern sky
when the two women reached the amnll

hpuse, once white, but now w dirty
wray, with yellow streaks following the
lines of the overlapping clapbonrds,

The DBinek waters of the swiftly Aowing
river were fleoked with red and gold
urider the level rayvs of the sun, the
rounded hills on tne other side of the
gtream were softly blue, toward the
cast o white fog was rising. A flook
of geese high In the alr was flving
swiftly southward, spread out In a
great straggling V.

The mournful ery «of thelf leader
renched the two women faintly, the
flight of the wild geese wos o dlgn of
approaching winter, and they watched
the biack lines of the fiving fowls un-
til they vanished in the southern eky,
thelr wierd ory growing fainter dand
sadder and finally dying away, leaving
the swigh of the river against its mud-
dy bank the only sound which troubled
the quiet of the sntumn twilight. Twn
womernr with hushed yvolegs and funeral
fncens walted Inslde the dingy front
room of the house, 2

“1t wns a right smart gathering*
sld one of them,

“I never seen a finer,” sald.the other.

“And the minlster wos mighty pow-
‘ful't ventured the third in mournful
tone,

They lookad at the dead man's daugh-
ter expectiantly, Common  {decency
surely required some expression of gratl-
fled approval of the congregation and
the sermam. But she was foldini her
ehaw! carefully, laving it upon the bhed,
alongside her rusty bonpet. She seemed
not to have heard thelr voices, Then
she =ut stifly by the window, leoking
out at the mud-cloggad road.

“I hope you Teekreconclled, Migs "Liz-
beth,” one of the women began.

“I reckon I am. He's been awlual
hard to take care of,” she replled, with
her hard honesty., She turmed her eyea
away from the window nnd locked
wearlly ot har visitora.

“It's supper time.
use of your stayving with me.

The three womern aross,
thelr dismissal,

“T "Mowed you'd want someong to stay
with yon the firet night," satd one of
them with & lugubrioue aniff,

“I've got all the nights of my life to

Thers sin’t any

"

angry at

atay alone In. I "bout as well bagin
now."

She watched them: ne they went awny
through the decpening gloom, thély
heads 1ezether nodding wisely, They
were thlking about her, of course, She

knew how ‘hard and sirange and un-
fiellng they were calling her,  And ag
ghe sit alone by the window she wan-
dered whether she was all these. The
bed In the dark corner brought {0 her
mind the pleture of the man who had
first quit it for his parrow bed upon the
hillside.

Bhe fancied that she saw his hard,
thin, yvellow face upon the plllow now;
that she heard his querulous volos do.
munding her attention, upbralding her
for some fancied forgetfulness, fisrealy
denouncing her for her lack of "rfelle-
lon.” How luird he hatl heen! As the
woman's thoughtg traveled back along
the yenrs she dould not recall one kind
word, ane {ouch of thankfulness for ber
unvemittimg carve;, for her absolute im-
maolation of ife, hope, love upon the al-
tar of “duty,"” Twenty vears! whiat a
long time 1t seemed!

8he pnssed Into the haok room and
progsed close to the IHtle square look-
glaes which hung sgolnst its wall. The
daylight was well-nigh gone, but she
vowld vet dlscern the reflection of her
face agalnst the background of gray
twillght. How old she looked! How
siullow she had grown! There were
groat lines about heér moulh wnd desp
furrows between her syes And her
hanir—how (Hngy It was with [ts streaks
of yvellowish gray. 'Twenty vears £uo
she had been proud of her halr. It had
heon bright and soft. SHe was twenty
years pld theh, and therg were o83 In
her cheeks, and her eyes, s pale and

tired now, had been blue and freeh
then. Bhe wondered if she had wept
thelr color and freshness away. I'er-
haps that was the réason no teirs wers

left for hap father. She had shed them
all nlong for the man whom she heid
loved dnd glven up,

She did not réturn to the front room
where the great bed loomed so wierdly
in the gloom, but s&t by the one windsw
in the Hitle back room, half kitchen,
halt dining room, locking out upon the
river srowing blacker and cokder in the
fulllng night as It flowed from out of

the west wherg o rapldly diminishing

dudl, red streak marked the track of
‘the vanishad sun

I edrs since her mother died,

sister, selflsh In her new life

vl I thit "Lizboth's duty

R i He miigh

rry aEgain ] 4 few Voudtrs,
Surely It was not so hard for a4 young
gird to walt. 8o she had walted, her
lover fretting re. will, thl one
dny ghe had nwakened to the fact that
n m Pl nee B nol A WOIDRN'#®

wiul night which
she romembered nl] thewe yveirs with &
shudder, A nlght when for the Drst
and only time In her hurd life, she lind

There i been one o

turned hotly upon the stern ald man
ald Nim of her wrécked glrihood,
r wildly for some help, for somo
nparhy

& caught her breath
tiled her fathe bitter words,
sinme nlght her lover left. Fli-
had come and gone since
at world hod raken him,

sharfily now as

Thait

teéen yenurs
then. The
and whether be Hved or had boen clatme
ed agalin mod el the woman
who sat and drenmed of the prst nlone
In the dusk knew nauvght of him, Sha
had practloed n woman's tilthfulness)
ahe had reaped o woman's hard réward,
Alterward her slster dled and left to
hér o1 a blue-syvell babe. How she
had med out upon that haby bpy the
pent-up mothar-love within ‘her. But
the gods In their wisdom had taken him
too, In thig =till night, a% she Hved
over ngain the yeurs which were gone,
ahie seemed to feel the claap of those
baby nrms about her neck and hear
the erooning of that soft baby voice.

And then enme the long yedpre of hey
Pather's |[Ineas, when she knew no mo-
ment of rest or peacs It had heen d
long struggle between 4 long struggle
batweon i loveless womin on ons slde
and gaunt starvation on the other,
without werd of gratitude to
strengthen her. And they called her
hird becduse she could not weep! Bhe
looked ot her hdnds, holding them up
close to her face. How misshapen and
pgly from toll they werae!

It was quite dark now and the piver
murmured strangely under the wind
which woas ¢reeplng down from the
north. Her hands fell back [nto her
lap and two grept tears coursed down
har worn face—not for the mah who lay
under the stars In the 11itle cemetéry
on the hill, but for her own vanlghed
vouth and love and hope—~The Chup-
BEook.

by airih
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The logs ls ours, and notwithdtanding
the gharp udvones in prioes, Wa will
sill you

DURING THE WHEK ENDING
JUNH sy}

Our Russia Calf Four Dollar Shos for
$3.19.
Our Russia Oalf Three Dollar and
Fifty Gent Shoe for
$2.75.

Not a pair lins been sold this senso ;
for less than €4.00 and &5, 60,

A. B. GREENWO0OD,

773CHAPELSTREET.

Qloged evenings except Monday and
Baturday.

Look in Our
Show Windows

For Bargains.

A lot of Faunoy Desornted Ind
vidual Dutters, 1 cent oaoh whil
they Inst.

Best Hemp Clothes Line,
100 feet, 150.
130 piece Dinner Set,

BEST EN@LIEH PORCE
GOLD TRIMMED,

$12.98.
A Fine Banquet Lamp,

Gold Plated, Solid Onyx Bass,

$8.35.

Fanoy Oxidized Clook, 8§ da
hallf-hour strike, only §0.88,

10 pieoa Tollet Set,

# decorations, 80.27.

Rogers' Plated Kuoivesand Fork
These nre genuine Hartfon
goods ; 88,056 noset, 6 knives s
i Forles,

Ask to gee the HILL ODOR
COOKRER.

Frederick L. Avenil,

Contplere Housefurnlsher,
755 to 763 Chapel Street.

COpen evenlngs,

ONE PAIR

OF THE

WL Douglas ShoeS

For which you pay
5 00 Will wear and look

waell as others cos
SAVE THIS DIFFEREN(

84 to $6.

You can selaot
from

15 §tyles
1 Widths

9] CHURCH STREET,




